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Worrorra language 


Worrorra (Worora), or Western Worrorran, is a moribund Australian 
Abori ginal language of northern Western Australia. 

Worrorra is a dialect cluster; Bowern (2011) recognizes five languages: 
Worrorra proper, Unggumi, Yawijibaya, Unggarrang gu, and UmiidaJ 6 ' 

An alleged Maialnga language was a reported clan name of Worrorra proper 
that could not be confirmed with speakers.^ 

Elkin Umbagai was a translator between English and Worrorra.! 8 ! 
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Sounds 


Worrorra 


Region 

Western 

Australia 

Ethnicity 

Worrorra, 

Unggumi, 

Yawijibaya, 

Unggarranggu, 

Umiida 

Native speakers 

7 (2016 
census)! 1 ! 

Language 

family 

Wororan 

■ (Western) 

■ Worrorra 

Dialects 

Worrorra 

Unggumi 

Yawidjibara 

Windjarumi 

Unggarrangu 

Umiida! 2 ! 

Signed forms 

Worora Kinship 
Sign Language 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Variously: 
wro - Worrorra 

xgu - Unggumi 

xud - Umiida 

xun — 

Unggarranggu 
jbw — Yawijibaya 

Glottolog 

west2435 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/west24 
35 )! 3 ! 


AIATSIS! 4 ! K17 (https://co 

llection.aiatsi 
s.gov.au/austla 
ng/language/Kl 
7 ) Worrorra, Ki4 
(https://collec 
tion.aiatsis.go 
v.au/austlang/1 
anguage/K14) Ung 
K49 (https://co 
llection.aiatsi 




















s.gov.au/austla 
ng/language/K4 
9 ) Umiida, K55 
(https://collec 
tion.aiatsis.go 
v.au/austlang/1 
anguage/K55) Ung 
K53 (https://co 
llection.aiatsi 
s.gov.au/austla 
ng/language/K5 
3 ) Yawijibaya 



Map of the traditional lands of 
Australian Aboriginal tribes around 
Derby, Western Australia. Worrorra 
includes the orange and lavender. 


Worrorra consonant phonemes' 9 " 10 ' 



Bilabial 

Interdental 

Alveolar 

Retroflex 

Palatal 

Velar 

Stop 

P 

t 

t 

t 

c 

k 

Nasal 

m 

n 

n 

n. 

P 

n 

Trill/Flap 



r~r 




Lateral 



1 

1 

A 


Approximant 

w 




j 



■ A nasal occurring before a stop consonant, is then realised as a prenasalized voiced stop sound (ex. 

[ng])- 

■ /r/ can be heard as a trill or a flap, and is typically only voiced when preceding a sonorant, voiced 
phoneme, or lateral consonant. Elsewhere, it is voiceless as [r], or can be heard in free variation. 

■ l'\l can also be heard as a fricative sound [g] in word-initial positions. 


Worrorra vowel inventory' 9 ' 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i 


u 

Mid 

e 


0 

Low 


a 



Long vowel sounds are noted as follows: /i:, £ :, u:, o:, a: /. 

In between consonant clusters, an epenthetic vowel sound [«] ~ [i] occurs when breaking them up. 
Sometimes it can also be heard as a central vowel sound [i].' 10 ! 
































Phoneme 

Allophonesl 10 ! 

l\l 

[i]. [i] 

lal 

[a], [ D ], [ee], [e], [a], [e] 

lul 

[u], [y], [u] 

/i :/ 

[i:],[i:] 

/£:/ 

[ei], [e:] — [e: ] 

/a:/ 

[a-i], [a] 

h:l 

[ou], [d:]~[d:] 

/u:/ 

[u:], [o:] 


Sign language 


The Worora have (or at one point had) a signed form of their ianguage, used for speaking to kin in certain taboo 
relationships/ 11 ' but it is not ciear from records that it was particulariy weii deveioped compared to other Austraiian 
Aboriginal sign languages / 12 ^ 
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